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The 2006-7 school year opened in September with an MPTO 
bang!  We provided the teachers at both elementary schools with 
our traditional Welcome Back Breakfast.  As the first through 
sixth grades adjusted to their new classes, the incoming 
kindergarteners started off a week later, helping everybody ease 
into their back-to-school routines.  This was the first year the 
MPTO hosted a Boo Hoo breakfast for kindergarten parents.  
Fuller Meadow students got into the spirit of the year with Dr. 
Baxter’s opening Spirit Day, featuring a rousing performance of 
hats and songs by Johnny the K, sponsored by the MPTO.   
      

 
Nino Leone, grade 3, gets his chance  to be a “really big star.” 

 
Open houses and teacher conferences behind us now, soccer 
and football and the other numerous extracurricular activities well 
under way, we all look forward to the holiday season with our 
families and friends.  In a time when war and terrorism are sadly 
familiar backdrops, and our children’s safety is so often reported 
at risk, let us take comfort in the people and things closest to us, 
for which we cannot be thankful enough. 
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We are happy to report that not a single tear was shed at our Boo 
Hoo Breakfasts for parents of incoming kindergarteners on 
September 11 and 12.  On the contrary, parents smiled and 
laughed as they mingled over Linda Tirrusa’s (MPTO V.P. of 
Student Programs for Fuller Meadow) home baked goodies and 
talked about how they would be spending their newly freed up 
time.  Maybe next year, we should call it the “Yahoo Breakfast?” 
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The Pumpkin Festival is a 
Middleton tradition that our 
entire community looks 
forward to every Fall.  
During the day, people 
can go to the Howe 
Manning School for a 
variety of bake sale tables, 
as well as information on 
local resources, such as 
the Field & Stream Team, Council on Aging, UNICEF, and the 
Pumpkin Festival’s own founding organization, The Middleton 
Arts Council.  Other fun things happening during the day were 
the Boy Scouts’ Popcorn Sale, Maria Scarpa’s face painting for 
the MPTO, balloon sculptures and raffles galore! 

This year’s 
winners of the 
MPTO’s raffle 
baskets were: 
Mike Lyman  

(SoLuxe 
greeting cards); 
Susan Klini  
(girl basket); 
Yanni Paikos  
(boy basket); 
Elda Squires  
and Jessica 
Kroll  (candy 

centerpieces); Keegan Bain  (giant Hershey bar and parent 
basket); Lisa Brown  and Denise S . (baker’s baskets); and 
McDevih  (pet basket).  Congratulations to all our winners and to 
everybody who participated in our raffles.  We would also like to 
give a BIG thank you to Kathy Mazzochia for chairing 
(unwittingly) the MPTO bake sale, and to Denise Blais for all her 
hard work helping to put together yet another successful bake 
sale for us.  We also thank Maria Scarpa for her ever delightful 
face paintings, as well as all the volunteers who helped out 
behind the tables throughout the day! 
 
(Please see page 3 for a complete list of raffle item donors.) 
 
For many Pumpkin Festival participants, the highlight of the day 
is their visit to the Flint Library, where they have their picture 
taken with Adele Carter, 
“the good witch,” (a.k.a. 
Library Director).  Inside 
the library, Claudia 
Johnson oversaw the 
ever popular book sale, 
that helps support the 
library by making room 
for new books, as well 
as by helping to raise 
funds.   



 2

������ ��	� 
�� ��
����� �����

��
����� �����

��
����� �����

��
����� �����

 � ���� ���� ���������
���
�����������
������������
������
��
����
��
������� ��
��

� ����� ���� 
�� ���
��� �����������
��� �����������
��� �����������
��� �������� � ��� 
��� ����	��
��
������� ����� ���� ���� ����
�������� ���
�������� ��� 
���
�����
�������������
��������
��	��
������
� ��� ���������
�

� ��� 
����� ���
�������!� ��� ��

� ��� �
���� ���
��� � ��
�"�#� ���������� ����
�!� �
����� ����
�
��� ����
�
���
� ��� �

�'����(����������'�����������)�	$�������	�
�
 

 
Will Bennett, kindergartener, gets into the thick of things at Cider Hill. 

 
The kindergarteners kicked off this year’s field trip schedule with 
a visit to Cider Hill Farm in Amesbury.  As part of this traditional 
MPTO adventure, they picked apples, visited the pumpkin field 
and found their way through the hay maze. 
 
The adventures started on the school bus, as it was the first time 
on a bus for some of them.  The hay wagon ride was a big hit 
with all the kids.  Fortunately for the adult chaperones, the kids 
were happy to lead them through the hay maze so everybody 
made their way out!  Of course, the highlight of this Fall 
experience was munching on the freshly picked apples and farm 
made cider donuts.  Many were lucky to bring any apples at all 
home, because they couldn’t resist eating their juicy picks right in 
the orchard! 
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On Wednesday, November 8, 2006 the Howe Manning students 
will be voting in their own election – for one of the four following 
programs, to be paid for with the funds the students earn from 
this year’s Penny Fundraiser!  (Visit www.middletonpto.org for a 
complete description of each program.) 
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We are about half way to our 
December target.   Please continue to 
send in your tax-deductible donations to 
the 2006-7 Treasure Chest Campaign.  
Checks may be made out to MPTO, Inc. 
and should be sent into school in an envelope marked 
“MPTO Treasure Chest Fund.”   Remember – your generous 
donations will allow us to keep the number of fundraisers needed 
this year to an all-time minimum! 
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Thank you to everybody who donated school supplies for our first 
annual School Supply Drive for the Community Giving Tree!  
“Our social workers were thrilled,” said Betty Obernesser, of 
Community Giving Tree.  Your generous contributions  created 
the most successful school supply drive in Community 
Giving Tree’s history. 
 
In support of the Middleton elementary schools’ commitment to 
philanthropy, the MPTO partnered last December with the 
Community Giving Tree in Boxford to do a toiletries drive.  The 
Community Giving Tree serves families in need throughout 
the Merrimack Valley and greater North Shore.  They offer 
the unique opportunity to area social workers to “shop” for their 
clients. Knowing their clients’ specific needs, the social workers 
can be sure to pick out the items that will best serve their clients, 
for a maximum benefit. 
 
The Community Giving Tree is run by Betty Obernesser and 
Leslie Levenson, and is a completely volunteer organization, 
dependent on donations. For more info on how you can help, 
please email them at communitygivingtree@comcast.net .  And 
remember - Start gathering your toiletries for our 2 nd annual 
Toiletries Drive this December!  
 

 
“We’ve never had a more successful drive…Our  social workers were thrilled!” 

- Betty Obernesser, Community Giving Tree 
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An image  to remember… 
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In 2002 Middleton failed by 19 votes to meet the 2/3 majority 
needed to approve a new school building project at Town 
Meeting.  The need for new school space has been researched 
and discussed for the past 10 years.  Options considered to 
address the ongoing overcrowding of our schools have included 
expanding the Fuller Meadow School, acquiring new land, 
creating a separate early child center, renovating the 70 year old 
Howe Manning School, using the soon to be vacated North 
Shore Vocational High School building, building a new school on 
the Howe Manning site, and building a new school on recently 
acquired town owned land on Locust Street.  In 2005 based on 
fiscal and actual feasibility, the Children’s Instructional Space 
Sub-Committee narrowed the list of options down to a side-by-
side comparison of the Howe Manning site and the Locust Street 
site. 
 
In July 2005 the Middleton School Committee (MSC) made a 
request to the Board of Selectman to reactivate the Middleton 
School Building Committee (MSBC) to address the long-term 
space needs in our schools.  Based on the research results from 
the Children’s Instructional Space Sub-Committee, a feasibility 
study on Howe Manning by DiNisco Design Partnership, and an 
updated feasibility study on the Locust Street site by KBA 
Architects, the current MSBC presented in October 2005 the 
recommendation to build a new school on Locust Street.   
 
The MSBC took the first of many steps to include the general 
public in the discussion and progress of the proposed new school 
project with their Open Forum in November 2005. Other ways 
they have striven to incorporate public opinion and concerns into 
this process have been by holding multiple public information 
meetings (including the latest one this past October), by forming 
the Preliminary Design Advisory Group (PDAG) for the inclusion 
of public feedback in the creation of the preliminary design (to be 
presented at the October 24th Special Town Meeting), and most 
importantly, by opening up all of their meetings, including those 
of the PDAG, to the public.  For those of you who were unable to 
participate in any, or all, of these opportunities, you can still tune 
into the process by visiting www.tritownschoolunion.com, where 
the MSBC’s website is housed.  All of the research and reports 
which were used in presenting the Locust Street site as the 
town’s only option to provide a permanent solution to the school’s 
long overdue space problem can be found on the MSBC website.   
 
As an organization of parents working with the schools, I 
encourage all members of the MPTO to take advantage of the 
opportunities, so readily available, to inform themselves on the 
facts of these critical issues that affect our children and our 
schools daily.  Whether or not you agree with the MSBC’s 
proposed building plan, I urge you to do the research and assert 
your right to be involved in your child’s education by voting at the 
polls on Tuesday, November 7th.  One of the best gifts we can 
give to our children is our involvement in their education and the 
commitment to our community.    
 

- Mia Cloonan 
Co-President, MPTO, Inc. and MPTO Newsletter editor 
 

(The opinions expressed in the above editorial belong solely to the editor 
and should not be construed as belonging to any other parties.) 
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PowerFit Gym   
Kumon Learning Center 
Advantage Health Massage 
Janet Gleason (Picture Pillow and Sew On & Sew Forth) 
K&L Notes (Kim Appelstein & Lisa Ikels) 
Dave’s Liquors (Jim & Kim Paikos) 
Pet Supply Closeouts (Diann & Steve Scaffidi) 
Ciampa Apothecary (Joe & Kim Ciampa) 
Old Time Sports (Bob Magnuson) 
Kelly DuMont (SoLuxe) 
Pam Magnuson (Mary Kay) 
Maria Scarpa 
Diane LeClerc 
Lisa Brown 
Kim Mahoney 
Mia Cloonan 
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This month’s spotlight is about a very special relationship 
between two very special boys who have both touched 
everybody in our community.  Jack Supino and T.J. McHugh 
share the unfair fate of battling cancer at an age when most other 
kids are figuring out  how to tie their shoelaces. 
    “Tough guy” T.J. & his mom Diane 
T.J.’s first diagnosis of 
rhabdomyosarcoma occurred 
when he was just two years 
old.  Three months shy of a 
five year remission, T.J. and 
his family learned that he had 
developed a secondary 
cancer.  He is now 
undergoing treatment for 
osteosarcoma, an uncommon 
side effect of the cancer treatments used for his earlier cancer.   
   Jack with his dad, Ron: Like father, like son! 

On June 13thJack Supino 
was diagnosed with 
neuroblastoma, a date his 
mother, Kim Supino will 
never forget.  She recounts 
the dates of his diagnosis, 
hospital admission and 
discharge dates as if they 
had been carved into her 
brain with a surgeons’s 
scalpel.  Even while 

enduring such treatments as radiation and chemo therapies, 
Jack’s boyish grin seems to light up his whole face.  According to 
his mother, the only noticeable side effect Jack seems to 
manifest is in his tastebuds, which just highlights their picky 
nature. 
 
How do these two young boys deal with the challenges and 
traumas of knowing they have cancer, having a hospital bed be 
their second home, having to deal with strangers staring at their 
prematurely bald heads?  For T.J., an extremely active and 
energetic boy, the biggest challenge is being isolated in a 
hospital room for days on end, to minimize his risk of infection 
from the other patients, when his white blood cell count Is 
particularly low.  His mother, Diane, said that the first thing he 
does when he comes home from a hospital stay is don his 
hockey gear and go outside to play with his many friends.  Jack, 
more pensive in nature, chooses to “close [his] eyes and dream.” 
 
Both Jack and T.J. are in third grade.  Having been classmates in 
second grade, their friendship entered a new dimension after 
their recent diagnoses.  Ron Supino, Jack’s dad, known 
throughout Middleton for his generosity and community spirit, 
hosted a benefit for T.J. at Supino’s, their family owned 
restaurant.  T.J.’s mom also remembers that it was Ron Supino 
who came up with the saying “Tri-Town Routes for T.J.” for the 
wrist bands sold throughout Middleton to help Diane and Tim 
McHugh pay for the exhorbitant costs of their son’s medical care, 
while we all rallied to show our support.  Upon hearing about 
Jack’s diagnosis, T.J. visited Jack and told him “don’t 

worry…don’t be afraid.”  T.J. also wrote a story about his friend 
“Jackamo” in second grade, that touched their teacher, Mrs. 
Murphy. 
 
Besides the support of all their classmates, teachers, healthcare 
providers and the greater Middleton community, both T.J. and 
Jack and their families have been blessed with the support of 
their friends and extended families, such as the McHugh’s family 
friend, Debbie D’Ambrosio and Jack’s Auntie Tammy who 
coordinated a “Shave-a-thon” on Jack’s behalf.   Both the 
McHughs and the Supinos expressed their heartfelt appreciation 
for all the support they have received. 
 
This year T.J. and Jack are in different third grade classes, but 
they still share a very important bond, above and beyond their 
trendsetting bald look – Both boys share a depth of courage and 
enduring inner strength that enlighten and inspire us all. 
 
If you would like to nominate somebody for our January 
“Spotlight,” please email us at info@middletonpto.org. 
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November 7 th Election Day, Fuller Meadow cafeteria 
 
November 14 th 4:00 p.m.  FLINT LIBRARY 
Storyteller Sharon Kennedy presents Susannah Winslow of 
Plimoth Plantation, 1653 (grades 2-5) 
 
November 19 th 7:00-9:00 p.m. EVENING OF GIVING 
Tickets are $10 each - $7 net proceeds go to benefit the 
Boxford PTO.  To order tickets for this exclusive night of 
holiday shopping at the North Shore Mall, call Virg Baker at 
887-0231 or email her at virgbaker@verizon.net. 
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