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Offering a new tW|st on a longstanding PTO tradition of
celebrating the 100" day of school with a $100 gift to each
classroom teacher, this year we asked teachers to send us a list
of supplies and/or equipment needed in their classrooms. In
short, we revamped parents’ 100" day gift to teachers into a
shopping program that will help them fortify their collection of
teaching tools without leaving the classroom!

Most notable amongst the varied requests we received from
teachers was the group request from Howe Manning teachers
for the ELMO Teacher’s Tool. Not only were we impressed with
the cohesion of the teaching staff behind this shared objective,
we shared their enthusiasm in bringing this versatile piece of
technology to our children’s classrooms. Mrs. Pelrine , a 6"
grade teacher, spearheaded this unanimous effort. She enlisted
the support of her fellow teachers by sharing her improvisational
version of the ELMO Teacher’'s Tool, consisting of an overhead
projector and the SMART board installed in all Howe Manning
classrooms last year (thanks to Town Meeting approval and the
Board of Trade’s Best Bet program). Not as fully featured as the
actual ELMO, the other teachers could still see the many benefits
to their students, such as facilitating students’ discussions with
classmates about specific problems, increased accommodation
for visual learners, and confidence booster for students who are
otherwise reluctant to speak in front of the class. Paired with a
laptop, the teacher can also save displays for further discussion
and development in later parts of the lesson, saving valuable
time-on-task by eliminating the need to duplicate a graph or
example in an earlier discussion. (Visit www.middletonpto.org to
see pictures of Mrs. Pelrine’s class using ELMO to find
Fibonacci.)

The teachers always tell us either in person or through their kind
thank you notes, how much they use the gifts we give them on
the 100" day. With inflated costs shrinking the value of already
down5|zed school budgets, many teachers rely on the MPTQO’s
100" Day gifts for such basics as binders and pencil sharpeners!
Knowing how much is needed to complete the quality education
provided by the superb teaching staffs at both schools, we are
extremely grateful to all the parents who contributed so
generously to this year’'s Treasure Chest Fund. Without the
contributions and involvement of caring parents, the MPTO would
not be able to enhance our children’s learning in the notable
ways we do. Thank you to all our parents and teachers!
Together we are making great things happen for the children!

Mrs. Lawrence & Mrs. Dellea, in true school spigteet Fuller Meadow drop-
off students on the 18day of school in their typical creative fashion!

The first two modular classrooms for Middleton students are
being installed behind the Howe Manning School, in what used to
be the staff parking lot. This year, the temporary space will be
used for library and music instruction. Three modular classrooms
are scheduled to be installed at Fuller Meadow this Spring.
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This year’s penny drive started off with a
whopping 440 Ibs. of pennies at Fuller Meadow
and 198 Ibs at Howe Manning! Pennies were
weighed every Thursday after school, by the
ever-elusive Penny Fairy and her loyal crew of
helpers at Fuller Meadow, and by our
wonderful parent volunteers at Howe Manning. Each week the
class with the biggest increase in pennies for each grade
received a special box containing a congratulatory poem and
words of encouragement to keep up their good work. Winning
classes at Howe Manning also received store coupons, courtesy
of Michelle Fitzpatrick's generous donation of $200! The top
class of all grades got to keep the traveling trophy in their
classroom for the week. At the end of the Penny Drive, the
trophies will spend the next year in the classroom at each school
that brought in the most pennies overall, as a reminder to the
students of the greatness they can achieve when they work
together. Of course, the biggest prize of all is the special
program for each school, which the students will bring in with
their pennies! Fuller Meadow students WI|| create their own
science experiments the week of April 30", when the all tlme
favorite Top Secret Science visits each classroom. On May 11"
Howe Manning students, feeling the power of their own
democratic process, will enjoy “Go For the Stars,” a multimedia
space program featuring ROBO, the friendly robot — the program
that won their November vote!

In addition to their own pennies, Middleton children will enjoy the
added benefit of matching funds from many of our local
businesses, through a partnership with the Middleton Board of
Trade. Diann Scaffidi of Pets Supply Closeouts, and a member
of the Fuller Meadow School Council, pioneered this partnership
during last year’s penny drive. We are very grateful to her for
undertaking this project again this year, fitting it in between
running her own business, serving on the Board of Trade and
Kiwanis (including organizing the annual Kiwanis auction with her
husband Steve). With the help of Diann and the Middleton Board
of Trade business sponsors, the students’ penny drive truly
brings in “pennies from heaven.” (Please check out our Spring
newsletter for a complete list of the business sponsors, as well as
the final numbers from the Penny Drive.)
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(R-L) Mike Rasmussen, Mia Cloonan, Kim Cosco, John Tirrusa

MPTO Co-Presidents Kim Cosco and Mia Cloonan are
pictured above accepting a $500 check from founding
Kiwanis member Mike Rasmussen and outgoing Kiwanis
President John Tirrusa . This generous donation from the
Kiwanis is for the purchase of new indoor and outdoor
recess equipment for both elementary schools, to replace
the equipment that is lost and worn out every year.

On behalf of the Middleton elementary school community,
we thank the Kiwanis for their thoughtful and generous
donation. With recess constantly at risk with the demands
for “time on task,” we feel especially grateful for the ongoing
support and involvement of the Middleton business
communitv!

We all know that Richardson Dairies have the best tasting ice
cream in Massachusetts (if not in the world!), as well as the best
tasting, most affordable, hormone free milk! But sometimes,
amidst all the excitement of such wonderful Middleton traditions
as Pumpkin Festival, Chief Will's Day, and even the Friends of
the Flint Families In Need event, it's easy to forget how much the
Richardson family contributes to the very character of our
community. Not only are they responsible for our most
memorable town events, Paul Richardson has also funded the
Howe Manning Spring Fling and donated many gallons of milk
and ice cream over the years to various school events. The
MPTO float in last year's Chief Will's Day parade may not have
won first place, but Paul Richardson and the entire Richardson
family are always first with us!

The start of the winter holidays in November usually marks the
beginning of the “giving season.” Below are some of the many
ways that Middleton residents have fulfilled the true meaning of
community by coming together to celebrate with and give to each
other. Thank you Middleton!
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The Middleton PTO was honored to
participate in the Friends for the
Seniors’ annual Thanksgiving dinner by
donating the party favors. Diners took
home a special gift of chocolate & tea.

/
Mark Pedersen joins Mrs. Lawrence &
Mrs. Dellea greet the children coming
into the school the last day of school
before the December break.
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Senator Bruce Tarr joins the
Friends of the Flint at their
annual “Families in Need”
giving event at Richardson’s.
Students from Fuller Meadow
& Howe Manning joined the
cause with their concerts, led
by Mr. Sharp & Mrs. Colby .
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Fuller Meadow students were
treated to a holiday
performance, courtesy of the
MPTO, as part of Dr. Baxter's
traditional holiday program.
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Middleton students deliver
185 loaves of bread to Bread
& Roses, a soup kitchen in
Lawrence. 4" & 5™ grade
students baked the bread as
part of the King Arthur Flour

bread baking program. (Visit
www.middletonpto.org for
details on this program and
how to help Bread & Roses.)

& 2 1 &(&(, Always giving to the
MPTO with the very generous donation of the
printing of this newsletter each quarter! Thank
you Rich and Denise Maggio for supporting
the Middleton PTO in the enrichment of our
children’s education and learning environment.
You can call Ledgeview Printing for your
printing needs at (978) 392-1302.




# " $ Io-

In a world filled with the technological
wonders of yesterday’s science fiction,
our own human power is often
overshadowed. Erden Eruc, founder
and President of Around-n-Over, came
to Middleton in January to remind
students in third through sixth grades
that “if you think you can't, then you
won’t.” The children looked up intently
as they listened to Erden recount his
adventures from his ongoing Six
Summits Project and showed them

slides of the many people, creatures and breathtaking sights he

encountered along his solitary, human powered journey.

Al Rosner , a Middleton resident, is Erden’s former high school
coach and lifelong friend. Knowing about Erden’s mission to use
his travels as a means to educate and inspire children, Al
contacted the Middleton PTO to create a new leg to Erden’s
journey, and a window of opportunity for our children. Erden
presented to all the Howe Manning students and to the third
grade Fuller Meadow students, as well as to the general public in
an evening presentation. Everybody who heard his story had a
whole new world open up to them — one in which they can power
their own dreams.

To track Erden’s progress

on his Six Summits

Project, please visit

www.around-n-over.org.

You can also learn more

about Erden Eruc and how

he was inspired to take on this unigque journey over land,
mountains and oceans. You and your children can also send
emails to Erden along the way through his website.

Thank you Erden, Al and Pam (Al's wife and Erden’s travel

agent) for all your help in helping us broaden our children’s

horizons. In a small town, where MCAS rules, it's nice for our

children to remember that there is more to life than meets the

eye.
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Volunteers helped library
staff pack up their books on
January 29". The library
will operate out of its
temporary location on the
2" floor of 4 Lookout Lane
(behind Meritor Academy)
while the new addition is
under construction.
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Kiwanis Annual Auction
Join in on the fun that is always a part of this annual event. Not only
will you enjoy a fabulous evening out, you'll be helping one of the
biggest supporters of Middleton’s community and children.

For more info on the Kiwanis, or to order your tickets for the Kiwanis
Auction, please visit their website at www.middletonkiwanis.org.

As | left the Fuller Meadow
School after attending a School
Building Committee meeting, |
was drawn to the eye-catching
bulletin board outside the school
library. “Parents Help Make It
Fun!!” it read. “PTO” read
another label. | glanced over the
pictures of various groups of
parents helping out at the school
during Field Day.

Having overseen the booking of field trips for the elementary
schools in the past, | am very familiar with the fabulous picture
boards lining the Fuller Meadow corridors. Mrs. Pelletier is the
creative genius behind their artistry and chronicling. She makes
it a point to get pictures of every event that happens at the
school, sometimes from parent photographers, many times
taking them herself. Not one to go half way, Mrs. Pelletier also
showcases the many newspaper articles covering the memorable
events enjoyed by our children throughout the school year. As if
that weren't enough, Mrs. Pelletier even submits the students’
weather pictures to the Salem News and has a whole board
dedicated to the students whose entries are printed!

I love going down the hallway, on any one of my many trips to the
school — sometimes to help out in the school library during my
son’s library class, sometimes it's at night, setting up for an
MPTO event, or attending a School Building Committee meeting.
I never fail to take a glimpse at Mrs. Pelletier’s bulletin boards,
both to see what's going on at the schools and to take a little
walk down memory lane.

Reading a sampler on one of Mrs. Pelletier’s bulletin boards of
what 1% grade students would do when they are “too old to work,”
and seeing the picture lined walls, | was filled with awareness of
the great gift | receive everyday | get to visit the school. | love
seeing what my children see as they travel down the hallways on
their way to lunch, or gym, or to drop something off to Mrs.
Garber’s office. | remember so well how on my oldest son'’s first
day of kindergarten so many of us parents wished we could be
flies on our children’s classroom walls. As | travel along the
school corridors, on the way to one of my many MPTO tasks, |
realize | am like a fly on the wall. | get to peek into the world in
which my children live for the greater part of their waking days. |
feel so lucky to have this opportunity to be a part of my children’s
school experience and their world — given to me through my
giving to others.

So the next time you wonder to yourself what goes on during
your child’s school day, consider giving up some of your time to
volunteer for an event, come to PTO meeting, or even help out at
the school in a way that might not seem to directly impact on your
child. The Middleton schools and their giving staffs provide so
much to our children, in ways we can only imagine — unless we
take the time to participate and help out in return.

- Mia Cloonan
Co-President, MPTO, Inc. and MPTO Newsletter editor

(The opinions expressed in the above editorial belong solely to the editor
and should not be construed as belonging to any other parties.)
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Committed to keeping the arts in our

schools, the Middleton Cultural Council,
supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, awarded the
Middleton elementary schools $1,684 in grants this year towards
various field trips provided by the MPTO, including $200 toward
the costs of Howe Manning’s Greek Culture Week. Admission
for the sixth grade to the Museum of Fine Arts was paid in full by
the $684 grant awarded to the Howe Manning School. An $800
grant awarded to the Fuller Meadow School was used to
subsidize in part the following field trips: North Shore Music
Theater (kindergarten), Tom Chapin concert (first grade), North
Shore Music Theater (second grade), and the third grade field
trip to the Wenham Museum. The Middleton PTO heartily thanks
the Middleton Cultural Council and Massachusetts Cultural
Council for helping us to provide the learning experience and
curriculum enrichment afforded to our children through these field
trips!
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Fuller Meadow has been busy with some great programs and
field trips. In December, the whole school learned how to use
everyday household items as instruments in the New England
Percussion Ensemble’s holiday performance. As part of their
Colonial American studies the third grade enjoyed a visit from
Historical Perspective’s Ben Franklin and a field trip to the
Wenham Museum. Second graders got to experience Fun with
Fossils and Dinosaurs. First graders had a hands-on experience
of Pioneer Living from Tin Cup Adventures. Pre-school and
kindergarten students experienced the wonder of puppetry with
an enthralling performance of "Cinderella" by Tanglewood
Marionettes.
At Howe Manning the sixth grade studied Egyptian and Nubian
art with a field trip to the Museum of Fine Arts and an in-class
program on pyramids and pharaohs by Fun with Science. In
February the whole school immersed themselves in Greek
culture, during the annual Culture Week celebrations. They
learned about the history and literature in their class work and
enjoyed a Greek feast at Friday’s lunch featuring moussaka,
greek salad, and koulikia cookies. Other culture week highlights
included a DVD presentation of “Greece: Past and Present,” a
presentation by Irene Katrinakis , and Greek games. Thank you
to Maria Paikos for coordinating the week’s events, and to all the
Howe Manning Specialists for their participation!
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The newly re-formed Middleton School Building Committee
(MSBC) held its first meeting on January 3, 2007. After the
defeat of last year's Locust Street proposal at the November
Special Town Meeting, and again at the polls, the new MSBC is
starting at the beginning, with the Demographics Sub-
Committee’s reexamination of projected enrollments to ensure
the new school space will meet the town’s needs 10 years
beyond the projected new space opening.
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Co-Chairs Jill Mann and John Smith head up a committee born
from many perspectives. Former MSBC members Teresa
Buono, Rick White and Mike Crosby are now teamed with
Locust Street site opponents Nancy Jones , Rick Kassiotis ,
Beverly Popielski and Scott Downs . (For a complete list of
members and for up-to-date information, visit
www.tritownschoolunion.com.)

The MSBC meets the first and third Mondays each month at 7:30
p.m. in the Fuller Meadow Library. Remember — the best way to
keep informed is to stay involved by attending meetings or
watching them on Channel 10!

HELP THE MSBC RESOLVE THE CONTROVERSY!
Return your completed survey NOW in the provided self-
addressed, stamped envelope. The MSBC needs your answers
to determine the best solution for Middleton’s school space
issues. Thank you for your help!
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