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Between our long New England winters and the 
chaos of the spring sports schedules, Movin’ Up 
days, kindergarten picnics and field days 
galore, the last day of school seems to loom 

elusively beyond our grasp as we scurry to finish up all the 
before, during and after-school activities.  
 
This spring was a busy one for the MPTO.  March was filled with 
firsts for us.  Our first book fair at Barnes & Noble, our first 
Evening of Luck, Chance and Games, our first Iditarod program 
for the 4th grade.  We also enjoyed old favorites, like field trips to 
the North Shore Music Theater and our best ever pancake 
breakfast!    Of course, the fun (and work) didn’t stop there.  We 
continued to be busy bringing the students field trips to learn 
about the American Revolution in Concord and Lexington, 
experience colonial life at Strawbery-Banke, enjoy Tom Chapin’s 
lyrical messages of responsibility and cooperation, mingle with 
the butterflies of the Butterfly Place, and witness the ebbs and 
flow of tide pool life.  As if that weren’t enough, our students were 
treated to a seemingly endless influx of programs at the schools, 
ranging from the weather to animals to nutrition.  Most important 
to the students, perhaps, were Top Secret Science and Reach 
for the Stars, the two programs they worked so hard to pay for 
with their own pennies.   
 
As we look back over the year, in preparation for next year’s 
planning, we are filled with a sense of satisfaction for all we have 
accomplished, and gratitude for the opportunity to have been 
able to share these riches with the students.  Of course, we can 
only do what the teachers and school administrations are willing 
to support and what our parent donations and volunteers are able 
to cover.  We can only hope that next year we will be as fortunate 
in these areas as we were this year.  The outpouring of thank you 
notes and appreciation we received for our efforts has been 
heartwarming, and we can only say in return – thank you!  We 
are all in this together, shaping our own futures as we help to 
shape the educational experiences of our children. 
 
We wish everybody a wonderful summer filled with lots of fun, 
relaxation, recuperation and reinvigoration! 
 
Mia, Kim, Shelley, Kim, Linda, Debbie, Laurie and Sue 
MPTO Board, 2006-7 
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The second installation 
of modular classrooms 
started this spring.  
Three temporary 
classrooms now occupy 
the space behind the 
Fuller Meadow School, 
where the jungle gym, 

large slide and a portion of the swing set used to be.  For those 
who have seen the modular classrooms at Howe Manning, there 
is a sense of relief that these aren’t the modular constructions we 
may recall from our own school days. Ironically, the modular 
classrooms are the likely to be the nicest instructional spaces in 
either school!  As with the Howe Manning modular building, the 
one at Fuller Meadow is also connected to the main building so 
that students will not need to go outside to enter the classrooms.   
 
If you’re wondering if this is the last set of modular classrooms to 
be installed - don’t count on it.  If the increasingly greater 
enrollments materialize as consistently projected, and we want to 
continue to offer the full range of subjects for our students, 
Middleton will either have to come up with a permanent solution 
to our ongoing school space shortage or install (and pay for) 
more modular classrooms in the future.  The best way to keep 
informed on what to expect for our students in the future is to 
attend the Middleton School Building Committee meetings.  The 
MSBC meets at 7:30 p.m. the first and third Mondays of every 
month in the Fuller Meadow library.  You may also watch the 
MSBC meetings on Comcast Channel 10.  Remarks from the 
public are welcomed by the MSBC at the beginning of each 
meeting. You can also sign up for automatic updates at 
www.townofmiddleton.org/emaillist.cfm. 
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The 4th grade students were treated to a hands-on introduction to the 
dogs and sleds of the Iditarod.  Gregg and Eileen Vitello, of Northern 
Exposure Outfitters, introduced the students to their veteran dog team.  
Students learned about the Iditarod, the training and care of the dogs, 
and even how to harness the dogs themselves!  The pinnacle feature of 
the program was when the teachers got to put their students to the 
ultimate test – Did the students have the cooperation and team spirit of 
the Iditarod dogs?  Students were excited to be able to pull Mrs. Deeley 
and Mr. McAndrew around in sleds.  Not as easy as it looks, some 
students found themselves left in the dust, while the teachers struggled to 
keep their teams in line.  
 
To enjoy your own Iditarod experience, visit www.ne-outfitters.com for 
information on all the family fun programs offered by New England 
Outfitters.   
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Each June the Salem State College  announces its master list of 
Massachusetts Children’s Book Award titles. Students reading five or 
more of the books are eligible to vote for their favorite book at Miss 
DiVaio’s   party in March.  This year’s party was held on March 8th after 
lunch.  The students cast their votes, and then enjoyed fruit and cake 
(courtesy of the MPTO).  In her usual generous fashion, Miss DiVaio 
gave all 26 participants a certificate of achievement along with a packet 
of prizes.  The more books students read, the more prizes they received.  
Audrey Steeves , who read all 25 books received pencils, a bookmark, 
$1 store coupon, globe pencil sharpener, wallet, flashlight, $10 Barnes & 
Noble gift card, and an engraved medal of honor!  Kudos to you, Audrey! 
 
Check out next year’s list of Mass. Book Award titles (opposite column) to 
start your reading over the summer.  You too can earn a place at Miss 
DiVaio’s awesome celebration!  Just read at least five books from next 
year’s list, write a brief review or summary of each book you read and 
give to Miss DiVaio.  The more books you read, the more prizes you’ll 
earn!  Happy reading!  (For more info on Salem State College’s 
Massachusetts Children’s Book Award visit 
www.salemstate.edu/education/mcba.)   

 
…and the winners are…  
 
2007 MCBA Winner: 
The Tale of Despereaux, by Kate DiCamillo 
(This was also the #1 pick by Howe Manning voters!) 
 
MCBA 2007 Honor Books: 
The City of Ember, by Jeanne Duprau 
Al Capone Does My Shirts, by Gennifer Choldenko 
Among the Betrayed, by Margaret Peterson Haddix 
Thunder from the Sea, by Joan Hiatt Harlow 

 

��'������������(�)���*
�����
Currently in Stage 2 of his expedition, Erden Eruc is making 
his way to Australia for the second of six summits - Mount 
Kosciuszko. To track Erden’s progress on his Six Summits 

Project, please visit www.around-n-over.org.  Remember you can also 
send emails to Erden along the way and sign up for updates through his 
website.  

� Thank you Mr. Sharp  for your hard work and enjoyable 
production of the 3rd Grade Recorder Concert!  Our children’s 

performances were music to our ears!  �  
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Benchley, P. (2005). Shark Life: True Stories about Sharks and the Sea. 
Birdsall, J. (2005). The Penderwicks: A Summer Tale of Four Sisters, 
Two Rabbits, and a Very Interesting Boy. 
Birney, B. (2004). The World According to Humphrey. 
Clements, A. (2004). The Last Holiday Concert. 
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from Fifth Grade. 
Colfer, E. (2004). The Legend of Spud Murphy. 
Coman, C. (2004). The Big House. 
Corder, Z. (2003). Lionboy. 
Duprau, J. (2004). The People of Sparks. 
Feinstein, J. (2005). Last Shot: A Final Four Mystery. 
Fletcher, R. (2005) A Writing Kind of Day: Poems for Young Poets . 
Fox, H. (2004). Eager. 
Funke, C. (2007). Ghosthunters and the Totally Moldy Baroness! 
Going, K.L. (2005). The Liberation of Gabriel King. 
Hale, S. (2005). Princess Academy. 
Hannigan, K. (2004). Ida B…and Her Plans to Maximize Fun, Avoid 
Disaster, and (Possibly) Save the World. 
Koponen, L. (2004). Blow Out the Moon. 
Kurzweil, A. (2005). Leon and the Champion Chip. 
LaFaye, A. (2004). Worth. 
Martin, A.M. (2005). A Dog’s Life: The Autobiography of a Stray. 
McDonald, M. (2006). Stink and the Incredible Super-galactic 
Jawbreaker. 
Park, L.S. (2005). Project Mulberry. 
Riordan, R. (2005). The Lightning Thief. 
Whelan, G. (2005). Listening for Lions. 
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THANK YOU to everybody who came to the pancake brea kfast!  Your 
participation made this year’s pancake breakfast our most successful, 
and fun, one so far.  The students got a kick having their teachers serve 
them breakfast and enjoyed meeting some of the teachers’ families also! 
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� !����  was a fun night for all of 
those brave enough to travel in one of the snowiest storms of the season.  
As we all know, Lady Luck isn’t always on our side…!  Thank you to 
everybody who came to support the MPTO, despite the weather!  It’s that 
kind of commitment that allows us to achieve all that we do at the 
schools! 
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The Barnes & Noble bookfair  was a fun-tastic day for everybody 
who came!  Participants were treated to book signings by local 
authors, Maria Scarpa’s inimitable face paintings, readings of 
original works by our very talented students, and a vast and 
varied display of writings and artwork and other achievements by 
Middleton’s elementary school children.   
 
Thank you to everybody who came!  A very special thanks to the 
many families whose purchases that day helped bolster the 
coffers of our Treasure Chest.  Barnes & Noble gave 10% of your 

purchases that day 
to the MPTO! 
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Being on the MPTO board is hard work.  We always seem to spend more 
time working on projects than we intend, meetings extend beyond their 
scheduled times, and, despite renewed resolves to not undertake 
projects for which we can’t find volunteers, we seem to find ourselves 
chairing events and programs to avoid cutting valuable programs.  Given 
this challenging set of circumstances, it is surprising that the eight 
parents we have on the board have been willing to extend themselves to 
meet these needs.  Even more surprising is the fact that seven of us were 
willing and able to continue our duties next year!   
 
Those of you with older children may remember the days when an even 
fewer number of parents stepped forward to ensure our children received 
all the benefits and programs provided by a parent run organization.  I 
have heard that in the past there have even been times when there has 
only been one brave soul to pull everything together!  Knowing the 
challenges and time we invest working as a group, I cannot fathom how 
brave and efficient a single person would have to be do it on her own.   
 
Kim Cosco and I were fortunate enough to have been able to work with a 
very talented and driven board.  Jodi Jarvis, MPTO president at the time, 
worked hand-in-hand with Jennifer Rhuda to incorporate the MPTO as a 
legally non-profit organization.  The result was a set of new by-laws to 
ensure the integrity of the board’s activities, and new accountability to 
both our members and governing agencies, such as the IRS.  Along with 
the increased responsibilities came a new professionalism that drew 
respect and trust amongst the community, thereby increasing our range 
of effectiveness. 
 
Incorporated in the new structure is an underlying value of each parent’s 
contribution and the opportunity for us to share responsibilities.  This 
means that participating on the board is a less daunting task.  You don’t 
need to be a one woman super power, sacrificing your own family’s 
needs to provide for the greater good.  Working with a team has its own 
challenges, of course, but the advantages of a group approach outweigh 
these.  Teamed together, we have a greater pool of energy, ideas, moral 
support and breadth of vision than we could have working on our own.   
Perhaps most importantly, as a mixed group of individuals, we also 
represent a wider range of the parent population on whose behalf we act. 
 
I strongly encourage you to get involved yourself.  A commonplace 
observation amongst parents seems to be “how fast our children grow 
up!”  When we involve ourselves in their education, and yes, sometimes 
even overextend ourselves in our volunteerism, I find that it helps me (at 
least) keep in tune to their growing up process and the time doesn’t seem 
to pass without my awareness of my children’s growth.  I love being a 
part of the MPTO and hope I can inspire many more of you to join us in 
our work, as you already have in our purpose.  Facing the next year with 
a veteran board, we anticipate a year of growth and fulfillment, as well as 
the inevitable need to find replacements for at least some of our 
members in the following year.  Please consider being part of this 
wonderful effort for our children by bearing a piece of the torch.  The 
more of us who share the load, the smaller the load is for each one of us 
– allowing the torch to shine just as brightly as time goes on. 
 

- Mia Cloonan 
Co-President, MPTO, Inc. and MPTO Newsletter editor 
 

(The opinions expressed in the above editorial belong solely to the editor 
and should not be construed as belonging to any other parties.) 

�  
We’ll be collecting school supplies for our 2nd annual SCHOOL SUPPLY 
DRIVE for the Community Giving Tree  in September.  Please 
remember to pick up extra school supplies for families in the greater 
Merrimack Valley area who are unable to purchase them for their own 
children.  Visit www.middletonpto.org for more details.  The Community 
Giving Tree is also accepting donations of gently u sed baby 
equipment .   Contact communitygivingtree@gmail.com for pickup at your 
home.  Donations are tax deductible. The Community Giving Tree is 
sponsored by Tri-Town Council on Youth and Family Services .  
Financial contributions are also needed.  Checks may be made payable 
to Community Giving Tree, P.O. Box 508, West Boxford, MA 01885.  Visit 
www.communitygivingtree.org for more info. 
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Your donations helped our students enjoy Top Secret 
Science and Reach for the Stars. 

 
Penny Drive Sponsors: 

 
Pet Supply Closeouts, Diann Scaffidi 

Tim Houten 
Pam Cote 

George Dow, Sr. 
Kosta Prentakis 
Fantastic Sam’s 
Northshore Bank 

Frank DiMauro, DMD 
Family Medical Associates 

Homequest ERA 
Paul Armitage 

Lois Lane 
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If you’re looking for the traditional school lunch mystery meat, 
don’t look in Middleton. Tynne Sweeney  has made it a mission 
throughout her 18 years as Food Service Director for Middleton’s 
elementary schools to provide food that is both nutritious and 
appealing to students.  Having raised two boys of her own, Tynne 
is no stranger to the challenge of coming up with healthy options 
that kids want to eat.  Hence the daily offering of five lunch menu 
options, including weekly and daily specials, plus salad and other 
fresh produce choices everyday.   
 
Always a step (or two or three) ahead of the current trends, 
Tynne started reducing salt and sugar in her menus 10 years 
ago.  Four years ago, she started phasing in baked snacks, and 
two years ago switched over to an entirely baked snack goods 
lineup.  Today, if your kids are eating fried foods, you can’t blame 
the school lunch because everything in Tynne’s kitchens is baked 
– from snacks to chicken nuggets!   
 
Tynne is a true food service professional.  She is active in a 
number of professional associations, including the Metro North 
Collaborative and School Nutrition Association.  Participating in 
continuing education seminars on nutrition, wellness and 
leadership, she is able to “stay one step ahead of everybody.”  
While other schools may have panicked at the thought of trying to 
comply with the proposed school nutrition act (visit 
www.mphaweb.org for details on this bill), Tynne is confident that 
her menus already reflect the proposed standards, having long 
ago incorporated into her menu planning such guidelines as the 
Framingham State College list of acceptable snacks and the 
National School Lunch Program criteria for reimbursement.  
 
As valuable as her educational background in science may be to 
her work, Tynne believes that the fact that she and all her staff 
are parents themselves is what really makes the students’ 
lunchtime experience a good one.  Beyond nutrition, she and her 
dedicated staff strive “to make lunchtime a happy time.”  Smiles 
are served with every lunch and they keep a caring eye out for 
the occasional child who forgot their lunch, making sure nobody 
goes hungry.  She has a true fondness for her little customers 
and wants to fortify both their bodies and their spirits. 
 
Middleton’s school lunch program is self-sustained, receiving no 
tax dollars for its budget.  Consequently, Tynne is completely 
dependent on reimbursement from the National School Lunch 
Program (NSLP), based on the number of lunches she sells.  
This makes for a tricky challenge, having to make up menus that 
appeal to the students so they want to buy her lunch, while 
meeting the nutritional standards of the NSLP so she can qualify 
for its reimbursement.  As a member of the Metro North 
Collaborative (a group of 25 or so area schools), Tynne is able to 
reduce her costs by taking advantage of the greater buying 
power of the bigger school systems that also belong to the 
collaborative.  Every year the collaborative teams up to review 
bids from competing vendors for everything from paper goods to 
frozen foods, assuring our small school system the most bang for 
its buck, while maintaining the quality for which Tynne strives. 
 
So the next time your child asks to buy lunch instead of bringing 
one, don’t cringe in fear or disgust.   Know that he or she will be 
enjoying a meal filled with the nutrition of a mother’s love. 
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In their typical generosity, parents 
created a tasteful spread for the 
teachers and school staffs during 
Teacher Appreciation Week.  Heartfelt 

thanks were given by the staffs in 
person and in writing for the delicious 

feasts.  Thank you to all the parents 
who contributed to the luncheons.  
We are especially grateful to Jill 
Evans and Laurie Stone who 
organized lunch at Fuller Meadow and 
Howe Manning, respectively.  We also 
thank Sol Bean Café  for their 
generosity in donating coffee and 
cake (organic, no less!) to Fuller 
Meadow’s last day. 
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